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Digital Reviews

North Dakota: People Living on the Land. State Historical Society of North Dakota,
Bismarck, ND. Neil Howe, Project Coordinator for the North Dakota Studies
Program; Barbara Handy-Marchello, Lead Researcher and Writer; Erik Holland,
Curator of Education; Gwyn Herman, Lead Activities Developer; Laverne Johnson
and Linda Ehreth, Activities Contributors; Jessica Rockeman, New Media Specialist.
http://ndstudies.gov/gr8/. Created October 2014; Accessed January 2017.

North Dakota: People Living on the Land is a digital exhibit created by the State
Historical Society of North Dakota that provides four units covering different
periods in the state’s history: Paleozoic to 1200, 1201 to 1860, 1861 to 1920, and
1921 to the present. Each of the four units is broken down into four thematic
lessons titled ‘‘Changing Landscapes,’’ ‘‘Making A Living,’’ ‘‘Building Communities,’’
and ‘‘Alliances And Conflict,’’ which are further divided into topics and sections.
These lessons include a variety of topics on Native Americans, the environment,
urban history, landscape change, and communities. With this tactic, North Dakota:
People Living on the Land seeks to balance a chronological and thematic approach to
the state’s history.

The project is designed to engage with classrooms—the project goes so far as to
describe itself as a ‘‘course’’—and includes course activities, outlines, primary
source guides, and information on North Dakota and Common Core standards.
Each of the project topics conclude with activities to download as PDF or Word
files that ask questions about the content of historical documents and opportunities
to analyze images and otherwise synthesize the topic narrative and historical mate-
rial. As a project focused around teaching and specifically designed for eighth-grade
students, K-12 instructors may find many useful resources for teaching state and
local history.

In addition to text, the project includes interactive components, including
explanatory notes, zoomable images from archival sources, maps, documents,
paintings, images, and video. Many of these captioned sources are drawn from the
State Historical Society of North Dakota’s own archives and provide useful com-
plements to the narrative text. Several of the sections also include transcriptions of
primary sources. These transcriptions and primary sources form a core component
of the project. Coupled with the page on ‘‘Using Primary Sources to Understand
History,’’ North Dakota: People Living on the Land seeks to help students understand
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the complicated and contingent nature of sources and their use in understanding
the past.

The design gets in the way of the content. While the project made efforts to
allow a degree of modification for readers—a ‘‘Preferences’’ pane allows readers to
adjust font sizes, paragraph spacing, and font style—the design choices for font
sizes often overwhelm the content, even when viewing the project on a larger
screen. Furthermore, the design repeats navigation cues for readers. Across the top
of a section readers can see which unit, lesson, and topic they are viewing, but this
same content is repeated in large header font just below this information. The
section header fonts are much larger than any other font on the page and would
benefit from appearing smaller while still providing readers with a sense of where
they are in a text. The design, however, is built for responsiveness and works well
across monitor sizes, tablet computers, and phones.

The prose of the project is sometimes uneven in its quality. While the project
does a decent job of ensuring there is no erasure of people from North Dakota
history—for example, the project does not fall into the trap of relegating Native
history to the nineteenth century, but discusses twentieth-century issues around
relocation and termination policies, the Indian Reorganization Act, and modern
tribal governments—the prose sometimes is too simplistic in its explanations. The
project also slightly misleads to suggest that it continues up to the ‘‘present,’’ since
most of the history contained within ends during the Cold War. There is no
discussion in the ‘‘Experience of War’’ topic, for example, of the Persian Gulf War,

Header font sizes often overwhelm the view, as well as provide repetitive information on
unit, lesson, and topic. (http://ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-ii-time-transformation-1201-
1860/topic-1-three-regions-north-dakota)
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American war in Afghanistan, or Iraq War. The history told here largely ends in the
1980s.

There are certain sections that could have received more careful thought or
editing. One topic in particular stands out. A topic in unit 3 is called ‘‘Our European
Cultural Heritage,’’ and while the content of the narrative discusses the impact of
European immigration on the state’s culture, the language of our heritage is prob-
lematic. Whose heritage is the project referring to? Given the content of the section,
it implies white Europeans who settled on the Northern Plains. But Native or
Latino/a students, for example, who may use this project in their class may find
this section exclusionary. Indeed, the very presence of European culture occasion-
ally introduced great damage to nonwhite communities. The language matters
here; as has been said in other contexts, heritage is not history.

Overall, the project effectively presents the state’s history through easily acces-
sible prose and access to primary sources, but shortcomings in design and content
detract from its effectiveness. For K-12 instructors looking for easy-to-use sources
and a useful introduction to state history, North Dakota: People Living on the Land
gives students a fairly thorough overview of the state’s history and may even serve
as an alternative to a print textbook.

Jason A. Heppler, University of Nebraska at Omaha

A Liberian Journey: History, Memory, and the Making of a Nation. Center for
National Documents and Records Agency, Monrovia, Liberia; the Center for
History and New Media, George Washington University, Washington, DC;
Indiana University Liberian Collections, Indiana University, Bloomington;
and the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Verlon Stone, Director and
Collections Team Lead; Philomena Bloh Sayeh and Gregg Mitman, Content
Team Co-Leads; Fred Gibbs, Content Advisor; Emmanual Urey, Content
Specialist and Oral Historian; Sheila A. Brennan, Digital Team Lead; Ken
Albers, Web Designer and Developer; Meredith Moon and Ardea Smith,
Metadata Specialists. http://www.liberianhistory.org. Created March 21, 2016;
Accessed October 1–30, 2016.

In 1926, the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company received its million-acre rubber
concession from the Liberian Government. To investigate the health of the terri-
tory’s flora and future labor force, Firestone sponsored a team of Harvard scientists
to undertake a four-month expedition. The Harvard Africa Expedition members
took numerous photographs of Liberian people, places, plants, and animals. They
also captured scenes on thirty-five-millimeter film and kept detailed diaries and
accounts of their experiences and impressions. However, the expedition only
succeeded due to the assistance and hospitality of Chief Suah Koko, unique for
her status as a female leader in an otherwise patriarchal milieu.
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